
 

Role Play Activity 

Find two volunteers and pick the roles of Mother and Daughter. Use this script to 

introduce a Guild session on Feed the Minds’ project, Breaking the Cycle of FGM. 

After the role play, encourage discussion about the issues raised. Why do some 

families want their girls to undergo FGM? What are the challenges to eradicating 

FGM in Kenya? Who in the community is involved in FGM? 

 

Mother : I want to talk to you  

Daughter: I am busy doing my homework - what do you want to talk about.  

Mother: I think you know 

Daughter : how do I know  when you have not told me anything  

Mother: I told you 2 days ago - it will soon be time for the cutting - the women are 

preparing everything already - and we must be prepared also.  

Daughter: I do not need to be prepared because I am not going 

Mother : *says nothing - looks taken aback* 

Daughter: I am not going - I am not going to have this thing done to me - it is wrong 

- and I don’t believe it is a good thing 

Mother: But you must go - you must be cut - or you will disgrace this family - and 

you will never get a husband  

Daughter: It is better to be alive and going to school than to be dead from infected 

wounds from cutting - you know what happened the last time - to Faith - she died 

because of all the bleeding - and you are my mother - you are supposed to take care 

of me - not force me to have my body mutilated - just because you had it done to 

you - because you need my dowry to be able to pay for my brothers to go to school. 

Mother: but it is our tradition - it is a celebration - it is how you become a woman - 



 

and I only want to make sure you get a good husband - and no man will look at you 

if you are unclean - and then how will you live?  

Daughter: How will I live if I let this thing happen - I will live with parts of my body 

cut off - I will live with the memory of that pain - I will live with the fear of painful 

child-bearing - with infections and difficulties and problems I shouldn’t have - it’s not 

normal - it doesn’t make me ‘good’ - it’s not necessary - I can be educated too - I can 

stay at school instead of getting cut and getting married. I can get a good job and 

earn my own money.  Just because you lived this life and your mother before you it 

doesn’t mean that I must do it too - it is barbaric and cruel - and it does not make 

any woman better in any way  

Mother: but people will see how strong you are - and how you can suffer pain 

without crying - and your husband will know that you are a good woman - and pure - 

when he marries you - and you will bring honour to our family - and you will bring a 

good dowry - and my sons will be able to go to school and get a good job  

Daughter:  I tell you if you force me to do this I will run away - I will find someone to 

stay with who will help me and I can go to school there. I want to become a lawyer 

and help other girls to understand what is being done to them and to refuse like I 

am doing.  

Mother:  Your father will be very angry - he has already accepted some of the cows 

for your dowry  

Daughter: I will tell him he can give them back. I still want to get married and have 

children, but not too soon. My family will be better off if I can get an education first 

– I will contribute and help my children with their homework. If I learn and earn 

money, I will also be able to look after you and my father when you are older. You 

will not need the cows. 

Mother: No I will tell him - I don’t understand you and I am afraid of what will 

happen to us - but I will tell him myself.  


